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Joze Ple¢nik na Prazském hradé

Uplynulo sto let od chvile, kdy prezident Tomas
Garrigue Masaryk jmenoval architektem Praz-
ského hradu profesora Jozeho Ple¢nika, ktery
jiz deset let vyucoval na prazské Uméleckopri-
myslové skole. V Praze vychoval padesat zako,
z nichz fada ovlivnila vyvoj ¢eské i slovenské
architektury. Svymi stavebnimi intervencemi
na Prazském hradé a v Lanech, vytvoril distoj-
né sidlo prezidentského Ufadu nové republi-
ky a origindlnim zpUsobem dokazal, jak Ize
propojit rozné historické vrstvy architektury
v jednotny, velkorysy a harmonicky celek. Vina
modernismu tficatych let a jeho pozdni po-
vdle¢nd podoba na dlouhou dobu Ple¢nikiv
odkaz zastinila. Teprve nové komplexni cha-
pani architektury a urbanismu na prelomu 60.
a 70. let spolu s postmodernim hnutim vyvola-
lo o jeho dilo novy zajem, ktery kulminoval vel-
kou retrospektivni vystavou v parizském Cent-
re Georges Pompidou v roce 1986, a kone¢né
pred ctvrt stoletim velkolepou prezentaci jeho
dila ,in situ” pfimo na Prazském hradé v roce
1995. Ta znamenala jeho definitivni satisfakci
a zafazeni mezi svétové fenomény architektu-
ry 20. stoleti.

Joze Ple¢nik at the Prague Castle

A hundred years ago, President Tomds G. Ma-
saryk appointed Professor JoZze Ple¢nik as Pra-
gue Castle architect. Up to then, Ple¢nik had
spent ten years teaching at the Prague School
of Applied Arts, guiding over fifty pupils there,
many of whom went on to influence the de-
velopment of Czech and Slovak architecture.
It was with his architectural redevelopment
at Prague Castle and in Lany that JoZe Plecnik
conceived a grand residence for the Presiden-
fial Office of the New Republic, demonstrating
originality by entwining historical architectural
layers into a gracious and harmonious uni-
fied form. Due fto the onset of Modernism in
the 1930s and its latter post-war form, Plecnik’s
frue legacy was overshadowed for quite a fime.
Only by the furn of the 1960s then 1970s, with
the postmodern movement and its new compre-
hensive re-evaluation of architecture and urba-
nism, did renewed interest awaken in his work,
culminating in a grand retro-spective exhibition
at the Georges Pompidou Centre in Paris (1986).
And definitively, a quarter of a century ago, with
a superlative presentation of his work “in situ”
directly at Prague Castle (1995). This meant from
then on, the name JoZe Ple¢nik could reap ulfi-
mate satisfaction with his inclusion among the
world titans of 20" Century architecture.

,.Chci-li délat dobrou architekturu, musim byt dobrym ¢lovékem.”
“If | want to create good architecture, | have to be a good person.”

Vel ey
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I. NADVORI PRAZSKEHO HRADU

Pavimento a viajkové stozary

Hned na pocdatku svého pUsobeni na Hradé
Ple¢nik fesil slavnostni nastup do ,cour d'hon-
neur’, prvniho nadvofiz Hrad¢anského ndmés-
ti, ktery mél slouzit také k ceremonidlu pfrijima-
ni statnich navstév. Poucen italskymi pfiklady
nevolil pro ,pavimento” tradi¢ni prazskou mo-
zaiku, ale kamennou dlazbu z velkoformato-
vych Zulovych desek. Od vstupni brany znazor-
nil tfrasovani cest do tvaru V' ke Sloupové sini
a smeérem k pfistupu do prezidentova bytu.
Slavnostni charakter hlavniho vstupu zdUraznil
dvéma pétadvacetimetrovymi stozary po stra-
ndach Matydsovy brany, které jsou zhotoveny
z jediného kmene moravské jedle. V roce 2015
pfi rekonstrukci byly jejich repliky zhotoveny
lepenim z mensich segmentd modfinového
dreva. Stozdry jsou opatfeny pozlacenymi hro-
ty, posazeny na zlatych ,poduskach” a ukotve-
ny v zulovych soklech monumentdalini velikosti.
Statni viajky byly na novych stozdrech poprvé
slavnostné vztyéeny 21. fijna 1925.

Na Hradé vydiazdil prvé ndadvori velkymi
Zulovymi deskami. Monumentdlni dlazba...
zpUsobila nebyvaly UZas, ne vSiak hned
obecné uzndni... Na prvém ndadvori postavil
dvé jedle z moravskych lesd... Jaka myslen-
ka! Chtél nam pripomenout nase lesy!

Pavel Jandk, 1928

Paving and Flagpoles

Right af the beginning of his tenure at Prague
Castle, Joze Ple¢nik worked on the ceremo-
nial entrance to the “Court of Honour" in The
First Courtyard from Hradc¢any Square, which
was also to serve as a ceremonial space for
receiving state visits. Opting not for traditio-
nal Prague mosaic tiles, instead informed
by the Italian "pavimento” he set down sto-
ne paving made of large size granite slabs.
From the entrance gate, he depicted a v-sha-
ped route to the Column Hall and toward the
president's apartment. He emphasised the
ceremonial character of the main entrance
with two twenty five metre high poles on the
sides of Matthias' Gate, which are made of
a single Moravian fir trunk. In 2015 during re-
construction, replicas were made by gluing
together smaller segments of larch wood. The
masts are fipped with gilded spikes, mounted
on golden “cushions” and anchored on mo-
nu-mental granite plinths. For the first time,
national flags were ceremoniously hoisted on
these new masts on October 21 1925.

At the Castle, Ple¢nik paved The First
Courtyard with large granite slabs.
Monumental paving... causing
unprecedented amazement, but not initially
general recognition... Two fir trees from

the Moravian forests stand in The First
Courtyard... What an idea! He wanted

to remind us of our forests!

Pavel Jandk, 1928

THE FIRST COURTYARD OF PRAGUE CASTLE
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SLOUPOVA SiN

Sloupova sin

Po dokonceni Uprav prvniho nadvofi bylo
Ple¢nikovym Ukolem vytvofit v zdpadnim
kfidle vlevo od Matydsovy brdany slavnostni
sif, kterd méla byt pouzivana pro pfijimani
hlav statd, pfipadné pro instalaci vyznam-
nych expozic (napf. korunovacnich klenotd).
Architekt, inspirovan svou studijni cestou za
klasickym dédictvim antické architektury do
Recka na jafe 1927, navrhl probourdani stropd
a vytvoreni vysokého ceremonidlniho prosto-
ru, lemovaného po strandach sloupovou gale-
rii, ve dvou patrech se sloupy v dérském radu,
v nejvy$sim patie se sloupy s idnskymi hla-
vicemi. Strop je vytvofen z médénych nytova-
nych platd, uprostfed je zavésen zlaty Ivicek
podle navrhu Pleénikova zdka Karla Stipla.
Celni stény ramuji kamenné vitézné oblouky.
Nad obloukem ve sméru Matydsovy brdany je
umisténa galerie, jejiz strop je identicky pro-
veden z nytovanych médénych platd, zatimco
oblouk ve sméru k nasledujicimu Rothmayero-
vu sdlu byl v prvnim patfe opatien balkonem
a nad nim ve druhém patfe je sloupovi po-
staveno pred kulaté ,ple¢nikovské” okno. Toto
vnitini priceli Sloupové siné bylo v prvni polo-
viné 70. let naruseno vestavbou schodisté pro
pfistup do Rothmayerova sdlu a ke Klinové
chodbé u Spanélského salu.

Plecnik, i kdyZ uZiva hotovych stdvajicich
forem, pohybuje se volné a svobodné

a buduje sadm nejvyssi rad tak bezpecny
jako klasicismus sdm o sobé.

Pavel Jandk, 1928

The Column Hall

After the completion of the alterations to The
First Courtyard, Plec¢nik's task was to create
a ceremonial hall in the west wing fo the left
of Matthias' Gate, which was to be used for
receiving heads of state or holding key ex-
hibitions, for example; displaying the crown
jewels. Inspired by his study trip to the classi-
cal heritage of ancient architecture in Greece
in spring 1927, the architect demolished the
ceilings and created a tall ceremonial space
lined on the sides by a gallery of Doric co-
lumns. The ceiling is made of riveted copper
plating and in the middle hangs a golden
lion cub designed by Ple¢nik's pupil Karel Sti-
pl. The front walls are framed by triumphal
stone arches. Above the arch facing Matthias’
Gate is a gallery whose ceiling is identically
made of riveted copper plates, while the arch
towards the Rothmayer Hall was fitted with
a balcony on the first floor and above it on
the second floor the portico is presented in
front of a round ‘Ple¢nik window' This inner
facade of The Column Hall was disturbed in
the first half of the 1970s by construction of
a staircase for access to the Rothmayer Hall
and the Wedge Corridor near the Spanish Hall.

Plec¢nik, even though he uses pre-existing
forms, moves loosely and freely builds to
the highest order as redoubtable as

classicism itself.

Pavel Jandk, 1928

THE COLUMN HALL

1"
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ZAHRADA NA BASTE

Zahrada na Basté

Cilem hradnich Uprav bylo propoijit ¢tvrté na-
dvofi mezi zdpadnim pricelim Hradu a zdi
Arcibiskupského paldce s pristupem k prosto-
ru nad Jelenim pfikopem a k PraSnému mos-
tu. Ple¢nik rozdélil - v souladu s pdvodnim ba-
roknim délenim mezi nddvofim a zahradou
- cely aredl na dvé nivelity, z niZ ta nize po-
lozend ma charakter nadvofi. To je upraveno
Stérkopiskovymi poli, vioZzenymi mezi zulové
pdsy. Vyssi Uroven zahrady severnim smérem
k Jelenimu pfikopu je oddélena Zulovou zdi,
prolomenou uprostied kruhovym bramantov-
skym schodistém s pUlkruhem negativnich
a pozitivnich stupnd. PisCitou plochu zahrady
vyplInil Ple¢nik fadami tdji, evokujicich medi-
teranni atmosféru. Archeologické vykopdavky
bastionu pred vstupem do hradniho kfidla,
podle néhoz dostala zahrada své jméno, byly
objeveny az béhem stavebnich praci a byly
zakryty pergolou s popinavymi rostlinami.
PrGceli hradniho kfidla a zed' k zahradé Arci-
biskupského paldce lemuiji zatravnéné pdsy,
nendpadné naznacdujici pfechod od urbanni
substance nadvofi pres japonsky distingo-
vany prostor organizované zahrady k volné
pfirodé v Jelenim pfikopu. Jde o stejnou mys-
lenku, kterou Ple¢nik souc¢asné realizoval také
v Lublani, kde méstskd promendada pokracuje
pres alej parku Tivoli do volné pfirody pahor-
ku Siska.

The Garden on the Bastion

One of the castle renovation aims was to co-
nnect The Fourth Courtyard between the wes-
tern facade of Prague Castle and the walls
of the Archbishop's Palace with access to the
area above the Stag Moat and to the Powder
Bridge. Emulating the original baroque divi-
sion between the courtyard and the garden,
Ple¢nik parted the entire area into two levels,
of which the one below has the character
of a courtyard. This is augmented by sandy
gravel channels in between the granite strips.
The garden on the higher level to the north fo-
wards the Stag Moat is separated by a granite
wall, cleft in the centre by a circular Bramante
staircase with semicircles of double helix step
design. Plecnik filled the sandy surface of the
garden with rows of Thuja, evoking a Medi-
terranean atmosphere. The garden takes its
name from archaeological excavations of the
bastion, before entering the northern wing.
These were discovered only during constructi-
on work and were covered by a pergola with
climbing plants. The facade of the northern
wing and the wall to the garden of the Arch-
bishop's Palace are lined with grassy strips,
inconspicuously indicating the fransition from
the urban substance of the courtyard through
the Japanese-themed area of the regimented
garden to the wild of the Stag Moat. This is the
same concept that Ple¢nik brought to Ljubl-
jana, where the city promenade continues
across the alley of Tivoli Park to the open na-
ture of Siska hill.

THE GARDEN ON THE BASTION
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MASARYKOVA VYHLIDKA

Balustrada k Jelenimu pfikopu
a Masarykopva vyhlidka

Zahrada Na basté Usti na terasu - balustradu
nad Jelenim pfikopem, propojenou schodis-
tém s tzv. Ple¢nikovou lavkou, vedouci podél
severniho proceli Hradu k Prasnému mostu
a v zapadnim sméru s tzv. Kyklopskym schodi-
s§tém do plenéru horniho Jeleniho pfikopu. Ar-
chitektdv mimordadny cit pro situace prokazu-
je volba monumentdlniho robustniho méfitka
balustrady z umélého kamene na piechodu
mezi urbannim prostfedim Hradu v kontrastu
s pfirodou terénni viny Jeleniho pfikopu. Pod
terasou je situovdna renovovand arkddova
sifi. Na svahu v severni ¢asti horniho Jeleniho
pfikopu situoval Plecnik jiz v letech 1922-1924
polokruhovou vyhlidkovou terasu obepinajici
starou lipu. Obloukem do svahu zaklesnuta
terasa je obepnutd na jizni strané dvéma
symetrickymi schodisti, kterd ji spojuji s teré-
nem, a nabizi nezvyklé pohledy na zdapadni
siluetu Hradu a katedrdly. Toto renesancné
pojaté vyhlidkové misto se stalo oblibenym
cilem vychdazek prezidenta T. G. Masaryka, po
némz je také pojmenovdna. Vychodnim smé-
rem z vyhlidkové terasy Usti ve stejném duchu
koncipovana stupnovitd vinice.

Railing to the Stag Moat
and Masaryk’s Lookout

The Garden on the Bastion opens onto a terra-
ce, a handrail above the Stag Moat, connected
by a staircase to the so-called "Ple¢nik footb-
ridge" leading along the northern facade of
the castle to the Powder Bridge and in the
western direction by the so-named Cyclops
Staircase to the open air of the upper Stag
Moat. The architect's sublime sense of locati-
on is seen by the selection on an immense
robust scale of an artificial stone balustrade
at the transition between the urban environs
of the castle, inverse to the undulating natu-
ral terrain of the Stag Moat. Under the terra-
ce is a renovated arcade hall. Between 1922
and 1924, on the northern slope of the upper
Stag Moat, Ple¢nik constructed a crescent-sha-
ped lookout terrace surrounding an old Lime
free. The curving terrace above the slope is
surrounded on the south side by two symmet-
rical staircases that infuse it with the terrain,
offering unique views to the western aspects
of castle and cathedral. This Renaissance sce-
nic spot became a favoured haven for Presi-
dent T.G. Masaryk, after whom it is named. To
the east of the lookout lies a stepped viney-
ard redolent of this same spirit.

MASARYK’S LOOKOUT

15
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11l. NADVORI PRAZSKEHO HRADU

Monolit a kasna sv. Jifi

Idea vzty¢it na Hradé Zzulovy monolit byla urce-
na pro Rajskou zahradu, teprve poté, kdyz se
na pocatku transportu vybrany kdmen v Mra-
kotiné zlomil, rozhodl se Ple¢nik postavit mo-
nolit na Ill. nadvofi v takové poloze, aby
byl viditelny jak od prichodu z II. nadvori
k vstupnimu priceli katedrdly sv. Vita, tak i od
nameésti s bazilikou sv. Jifi. Vrchol 15,5 m vyso-
kého monolitu zamyslel Plecnik zakong¢it skle-
nénym jehlancem. Po velké Ple¢nikové vysta-
vé na Prazském hradé v roce 1996 tam zUstala
pozlacend konstrukce jehlancového vrchliku
podle ndvrhu Tomdse Valeny. Pod obeliskem
je kruhova sin, kterd@ méla slouzit jako hrob
nezndmého vojina. Pro gotickou sochu sv. Jifi,
dfive instalovanou v barokni kasné Frances-
-ca Carattiho, vytvofil Ple¢nik novy dioritovy
sokl a bronzovou nytovanou kruhovou balu-
straddu a situoval ji nové v ose hlavniho vstu-
pu. Prostor s archeologickymi vykopdavkami
mezi starym probosstvim a katedrdlou zastre-
Sil a opatfil prohledem, a na radu Alice Masa-
rykové ozdobil atiku i mfiz stylizovanymi lipo-
vymi listy.

The Obelisk and St. George's Fountain

The idea to erect a granite obelisk at the castle
was intended for The Paradise Garden. Only
after the selected stone quarried in Mrdakotin
broke in two at the beginning of fransport
did Ple¢nik decide fo construct an obelisk in
The Third Courtyard as to be visible both from
the passage of The Second Courtyard and
to the entrance facade of St. Vitus Cathedral,
as well as from St. George's Basilica square.
Ple¢nik intended to finish the top of the
fiffeen and a half metre high obelisk with
a glass pyramid, but this was unrealised. After
the extensive Plec¢nik exhibition at Prague
Castle in 1996, a gold-plated stainless steel
pyramid cap, designed by Tomds Valena, was
placed on top. Under the obelisk is a circular
hall, which was to serve as a "Tomb of The
Unknown Soldier". For the Gothic statue of St.
George, formerly positioned at the baroque
fountain by Francesco Caratti, Ple¢nik created
a diorite plinth and a riveted circular bronze
balustrade and newly situated it in line
with the main entrance. The archaeological
excavations between the old rectory and the
cathedral were roofed, providing a viewpoint,
and on the advice of Alice Masaryk, he deco-
rated the underside and lattice with stylised
Lime tree leaves.

THE THIRD COURTYARD OF PRAGUE CASTLE
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BYT T.G.M. / IMPLUVIUM

Byt T.G.M.

Byt prezidenta Tomdse Garriguea Masaryka
byl pfistupny z vestibulu v prijezdu mezi Il
a lll. naddvofim Hraduy, tzv. Prezidentovym scho-
distém, které obepind vdlcovou spdrovanou
VvéZ, v nizZ je umistén prezidentOv vytah v ele-
gantnim designu z tykového dreva. Masarykdv
byt, ktery tvofil enfilddu v jiznim kfidle Prazské-
ho hradu, byl béhem komunistické éry z vétsi
¢asti nevhodnymi prestavbami znic¢en. Cent-
ralnim verejnym prostorem Masarykova bytu
je impluvium, umisténé ve druhém patre,
v kfizeni mezi jiznim a stfednim kfidlem Hra-
du. Prostor je opatfen hornim osvétlenim nad
zulovou kasnou, po jejichz strandch jsou umis-
tény kamenné podstavce s vazami z 19. stolefi.
Na impluvium navazuji Harfovy salon, Zeleny
sloupovy salon a Erbovni sifi v romdnské Bilé
Vézi, v jejimz stfedu je stil z tykového dreva,
postaveny na desce z kararského mramoru
s ndpisem ,Obci starosti své podrob”.

Duchovnim centrem bytu byla knihovna, kte-
ra slouzila i jako prezidentova pracovna. Stény
lemuji mahagonové knihovni regdly, prostor je
ddle vybaven pracovnim stolem, ¢tecim pul-
tem, sedaci soupravou a kasnou, zhotovenou
ze slezského mramoru. POGvodni Masarykova
knihovna, kterda v roce jeho smrti obsahovala
107000 svazkdy, je dnes umisténa z¢dasti v Ma-
sarykové Ustavu Akademie véd, zéasti na Kar-
lové univerzité.

Masarykova knihovna méla z0stat provZzdy
nedotknutelnym svédectvim duchovnosti,

z niZ se zrodil samostatny stat. Alice Masary-
kovd ji dokonce povaZovala za jakousi
ndrodni relikvii.

Damijan Preloviek, 1995

The apartment of T.G.M.

The apartment of President Tomas G. Masaryk
is accessible from the lobby in the passage
between the Second and Third Courtyards of
the castle, the so-called Presidential Staircase,
flanked by two conical towers, in which is
located the President's elevator in an elegant
teak wood design. Masaryk's apartment,
comprising a long aligned enfilade corridor
through a number of rooms in the southern
wing of the Castle, was largely destroyed
during the communist era by insensitive recon-
struction. The central greeting space of Presi-
dent Tomds G. Masaryk's apartment is the
sunken basin impluvium in the atrium, located
on the second floor at the junction of the sout-
hern and central wings of the castle. The atrium
is equipped with lighting above the granite
fountain, on the sides of which are stone
pedestals with vases from the 19™ Century.
The impluvium leads on to the Broad Corridor,
the New Drawing Rooms, the Old Hall and
the Romanesque White Tower, in the centre
of which is a table made of teak wood, built
on a Carrara marble slab with the inscription
"Villages worry about their personal details”.
The spiritual centre of the apartment was the
library, which also served as the president's
office. The walls are decked with mahogany
bookcases and the space furnished with
a work desk, reading desk, couch and a foun-
tain made of Silesian marble. The original
Masaryk Library, which contained 107,000 vo-
lumes at the time of his death, is now located
partly at the Masaryk Institute of the Czech
Academy of Sciences and partly at Charles
University.

Masary’s library was to remain forever

an untouchable testimony to the spirituality
from which an independent state was born.
Alice Masaryk even considered it a kind of
national relic.

Damijan Prelovsek, 1995

THE APARTMENT OF T.G.M. / IMPLUVIUM
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SCHODISTE

Byci schodisté

Treti nadvofri propoijil Ple¢nik s plateau mezi
Hartigovskou zahradou a zahradou na Va-
lech By¢im schodistém v misté, kde historicky
pfechod uz existoval. PGvodni ideu schodisté
zakonéeného v zahradé monumentalnim por-
talem s péti sloupy z roku 1925, které mély sym-
bolizovat pét historickych éasti Ceskosloven-
ska, upustil pro geologické problémy zahrady
Na Valech, jejichz sanace by si vyzadala znac-
né naklady. Poté navrhl skromnéjsi feseni, které
je ,exteriérovou"” variantou schodisté v interiéru
budovy Hospodariské a zZivnostenské komory
v Lublani. Betonova konstrukce nového schodi-
§té zaroven staticky upevnila hradni budovu.
Schodisté s minojskymi, k patce se zuzujicimi
sloupy nabizi z balkonu s kovovymi balustra-
dami Uchvatny pohled na prazské panorama.
Tento prOhled z prostoru schodisté je rozdélen
symetricky umisténym tradi¢nim plecnikov-
skym sloupem s iénskou hlavici. V umélecko-
-femesinych detailech je uplatnéna sempe-
rovskd metamorféza, v niz kadmen, respektive
kov napodobuje drfevénou konstrukci. To je
zvlasté zretelné na vstupnim baldachynu, kde
kamenickd prdce imituje truhlarské rfemeslo
a kov textilii. Touto metodou dosahuje architekt
jemné a 0¢inné gradace méfitka od intimniho
k monumentdlnimu a jejich interakce. Sym-
bolicky vyznam bykd odkazuje na Ple¢nikovu
vazbu k minojské kultufe. Rezbdiské prace
a byci jsou dilem Damjana Pesana.

The Bull Staircase

Joze Ple¢nik connected The Third Courtyard
on a plain between The Hartig Garden and
The Rampart Garden with The Bull Staircase,
in a place where a historical crossing had
existed. The original idea of the staircase
was to culminate in the garden with a grand
portico with five columns from 1925, suppo-
sed to symbolise the five historical regions of
Czechoslovakia. This was dropped due to the
geological problems in the Rampart Garden,
the renovation of which would incur conside-
rable cost. He then proposed a more modest
solution; an ‘outside’ version of the staircase
found inside the Chamber of Trade, Commer-
ce and Industry in Ljubljana. At the same time,
the concrete construction of the new staircase
would abut and strengthen the castle buil-
ding. The staircase with Minoan columns ta-
pering to their footing offers a breathtaking
view of the Prague skyline from the metal
balustrade balcony. This view from the stairs
is divided by a symmetrically placed traditi-
onal 'Ple¢nik column' with an lonic head. The
Semper metamorphosis is applied with arti-
san detail, as stone and metal imitate that of
a wooden structure. This is especially evident
in the enfrance canopy, where the stonework
imitates joinery and crafted metal fabric. With
this method, the architect achieves a fine and
effective gradation of scale from intimate to
colossal as they entwine. The symbolic mea-
ning of the bull refers to Plec¢nik's affinity to
Minoan culture. The carvings and bulls are the
work of Damjan Pesan.

THE BULL STAIRCASE
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ORLIi KASNA

Orli kasna

Dlazba (pavimento) lll. nddvofi byla jednim
z nejodvaznéjsich a nejkontroverznéjsich Plec-
nikovych po¢in0 na Prazském hradé. Rastrem
velkoformdtovych ¢tvercovych desek o roz-
méru metr &tvereéni, rozmanitych barevnych
nuanci, pdvodem z osmi kamenolomt Cech
a Moravy, velkoryse vyrovnal a sjednotil na-
-dvofi, jehoz jedinymi akcenty pfed siluetou
jizniho proceli katedraly se staly monolit
a kasna sv. Jifi. Tim se oviem Orli kasna, tvo-
fend korintskym sloupem, zakonéenym Ple¢-
nikovou médénou kouli s olovénymi tryskami,
ponofend pfriblizné 1,40 cm pod novou niveli-
tou nadvori, ocitla u vstupu do Starého kralov-
ského paldce. Ple¢nik ji obepnul polokruhovou
Zulovou balustradou, jez slouzZi i k posezeni.
Vyskovy rozdil v Starého krdalovského paldce
vyresil protdhlou rampou, kterou - pro usnad-
néni chize - vyzdobil zulovym ,béhounem”
ve tvaru meandru. Ventilaéni mfiz zdobena
Jplecnikovskym"” pletencem na sténé rampy se
objevuje i na bronzovych poklopech kandld.
Ty oznacduji trasu malo zndmého technického
dila, tzv. Ple¢nikovy Stoly, kterd vede pod te-
rénem z hradnich nddvofi az po Hrad¢anské
namésti. Uprava nivelity nadvofi vyvolala pro-
ti Pleénikovym hradnim prestavbdm protest
245 ceskoslovenskych Zen, ktery patrné pfi-
spél k jeho rozhodnuti svou ¢innost v Praze
ukongit.

The Eagle Fountain

The paving of The Third Courtyard was one of
Plec¢nik's most daring and controversial deeds
at Prague Castle, with a grid of large one metre
square slabs, in various hues and shades, from
eight quarries of Bohemia and Moravia, he
brought down the level of the courtyard, whe-
rein one could see only hints of The Obelisk and
St. George's Fountain, in front of the silhouette
of the southern facade of the cathedral. Insi-
de the courtyard however, he placed The Eagle
Fountain at the entrance to the Old Royal Pa-
lace. Formed by a Corinthian column, tfopped
by Ple¢nik's gold-plated copper sphere with
lead taps, the fountain sits approximately one
metre forty centimetres below the new court-
yard terrain. Ple¢nik surrounded it with a se-
micircular granite balustrade; also used as
a bench. He solved the height difference at the
Old Royal Palace withan elongated ramp which,
to facilitate walking, he decorated with a step-
ped granite tread. The ventilation grilles are
decorated with ‘Ple¢nik braiding’ on the ramp
wall, which also appear on the bronze man-
hole covers. These show the route of a little-k-
nown technical work; the so-named 'Pleénik
gallery, which leads below ground level from
the castle courtyards to Hrad¢any Square. Ple¢-
nik's lowering of The Third Courtyard terrain
provoked protest from 245 Czechoslovak wo-
men against Ple¢nik’s castle reconstructions,
which may have added to his decision to end
his activities in Prague.

THE EAGLE FOUNTAIN
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MONUMANTALNI SCHODISTE

Monumentdlni schodisté

Po nepresvédcivém vysledku soutéze na reseni
hradnich zahrad v roce 1919 byl na doporuce-
ni Spolku vytvarnych umélcd Mdnes timto Uko-
lem povéren prezidentem Masarykem Joze
Ple¢nik. Ten vyfesil vstup do Rajské zahrady
z trojuhelnikové terasy, opatiené balustradou
na vrcholu Starych zameckych schodd. Prolo-
menim jizni cihlové zdi zdvojenym portalem
s kanelovanym sloupem uprostied se velko-
ryse ofevird k Siroce rozevienému schodisti.
Sloup pfipomind spojeni s archaickou feckou
architekturou. Na schodisti mél byt umistén
obelisk na pamét ceskoslovenskych legiona-
0, ktery vSak byl nakonec instalovan na Il
nadvofi. Jizni hranu schodisté zdobi meta-
morfézy fecké keramiky - v nice je umisténa
piskovcova vdaza ve tvaru feckého lékythose
a na zdbradli je kvadratickd syenitovd misa.
V jiznim priceli jsou situovany tfi vstupy do
zahrady z Nového krdlovského paldace, kte-
ré Usti do Lvi siné, vinnych sklepU a posledni
z nich sméfoval k Vazovému schodisti. Ten
byl zamyslen jako soukromy vstup preziden-
ta Masaryka do hradnich zahrad. Rozsifujici
se kaskadové schodisté Usti do oramovaného
travnatého lichobéznikového prostoru s vel-
kou misou. Pod schodistém je sin, kterd byla
pUvodné zamyslena jako prostor kaple a jez
obsahuje i sokl neuskute¢néného obelisku.

Monumental Staircase

After the lacklustre competition result for The
Paradise Garden renovation in 1919 and on the
recommendation of The Mdnes Association of
Fine Artists, JoZze Ple¢nik was entrusted with this
task by President Masaryk. He unlocked the en-
trance to The Paradise Garden with a triangular
terrace, armed with a balustrade at the fop of
the Old Castle Stairs. By breaking through the
south brick wall, creating a double-wide portico
with a fluted column in the centre, it liberally
yields to a wide-open staircase. The column evo-
kes adherence to ancient Greek architecture.
A memorial obelisk to the Czechoslovak Legion-
naires was to be placed on the staircase, but it
eventually was installed in The Third Courtyard.
The southern side of the staircase is decorated
with a metamorphosis of Greek ceramics, in
a wall niche a sandstone vase in the shape of
Greek amphora and a square Syenite bowl on
a cornice plinth. On the southern facade there
are three entrances to the garden from the New
Royal Palace, which leads to the Lion's Court, the
wine cellars and the last of them to the Vase
Staircase. It was intended as President Masa-
ryk's private entrance to the castle gardens. The
expansive cascading staircase leads to a fra-
med frapezoidal green space with a large floa-
tfing bowl made of Mrdkotin granite. Below the
staircase is a vaulted hall, which was originally
the intended space of a chapel, which now con-
tains the plinth of the unrealised obelisk.

MONUMENTAL STAIRCASE
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JIZNi ZAHRADY PRAZSKEHO HRADU / RAJSKA ZAHRADA

Rajska zahrada

V srpnu 1923 byl v mrdakotinském lomu vylo-
men mohutny kus Zuly, z néhoz byla potom
opracovdna velkd misa o prdméru 4,3 m, kte-
rd byla usazena na dva hranoly jako domi-
nantni akcent uprostfed travnaté plochy Raj-
ské zahrady. POvodni drobnd barokni kasna
byla premisténa do zahrady Na Valech jako
kloub v bodu zalomeni hlavni osy. Pleénik do
zahrady integroval také Matydsiv kruhovy
pavilon. Pfistup k nému upravil snizenym pro-
tahlym plateau, vydlazdénym neddavno rekon-
struovanou cernobilou mozaikou, s vyhledem
na mésto pres novou balustradu, s koulemi na
zjednodusenych podstavcich, podobné jako
na opérné jizni zdi celé zahrady. Nad tuto par-
tii umistil sochu Josefa Kalvody Dobry pastyf,
kterd symbolizuje prezidenta Masaryka jako
vOdce ndroda. PUvodni zed, délici Rajskou za-
hradu od zahrady Na Valech, odstranil, a po-
myslnou hranici osadil fadou cypfiso.

The Paradise Garden

In August 1923, a huge piece of granite was
broken in the Mrdkotin quarry, from which
a large bowl with a diameter of 4.3 metres
was then worked, and then placed on ftwo
concave rests as an imposing focus point in
the centre of the grassed area of The Paradi-
se Garden. The original small baroque foun-
tfain was moved to The Rampart Garden at
the bending juncture of the main path. Ple¢-
nik connected Matthias' circular pavilion and
arbour (1617) into the garden and to the re-
cenfly renovated black and white mosaic ti-
ling, by lowering and elongating the terrain
overlooking the city, and a new balustrade of
spheres on simple pedestals, similar to those
on the south wall of the garden. Above this he
placed the Good Shepherd sculpture by Josef
Kalvoda, which symbolised President Masaryk
as leader of the nation. Ple¢nik removed the
original wall, which separated The Paradise
Garden from The Rampart Garden, and plan-
ted an imaginary border with a number of
cypress trees.

SOUTH GARDENS OF PRAGUE CASTLE / THE PARADISE GARDEN
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JIZNi ZAHRADY PRAZSKEHO HRADU / PLECNIKOVA VYHLIDKA

Pleénikova vyhlidka

Zahrada Na Valech lemuje jizni priceli Hradu
od Rajské zahrady az po Opys. Jeji patefi je
promenddni osa, zacinajici u barokni kasny
a Ustici az na vychodnim konci zahrady. Tuto
trasu Ple¢nik ozivil fadou zastaveni, aby nabi-
dl navstévnikdm mista pro kontemplaci nebo
k vyhledim na prazské panorama s akcentem
na vyznamné pamadatky. PGvabné Malé Belle-
vue je situovdano v sousedstvi pyramidy smé-
rem k Rajské zahradé. Tato témérf pUl kilometru
dlouhd osa je nékolikrat protknuta pricnymi
osami v severojiznim sméru. Nejvyznamnéjsi
z nich je osa vedouci z lll. nadvofi od baldachy-
nu By¢im schodistém pres plateau s kfizenim
podélné i pficné osy, vytvarejici Ustfedni slav-
nostni prostor celého parku, ktery pokracuje
az k polokruhové terase nad Hartigovskou za-
hradou s vyhlidkou na Prahu, dnes nazyvanou
Ple¢nikova vyhlidka. Pod touto vyhlidkou je
situovdna zimni zahrada, dnes pouzivand pro
vystavy. Na zdpadni hrané pulkruhové terasy
je umisténa pyramida, kterd akcentuje i oblé
schodisté, které opisuje terasu a vede k Harti-
govské zahradé

Ple¢nik's Lookout

The Rampart Garden lines the southern faca-
de of Prague Castle from The Paradise Garden
fo The Opys Gate. Its backbone is the prome-
nade, beginning at the baroque fountain and
culminating at the eastern end of the garden.
Ple¢nik enlivened this walk with numerous sto-
ps to offer visitors places for contemplation or
views of the Prague skyline with an empha-
sis on significant monuments. The charming
Little Bellevue pillars are situated next to the
pyramid towards The Paradise Garden. The
almost half-a-kilometre long path ahead is
transited several times by tfraverse paths in
a north-south direction. The most striking of
these is the path leading from The Third Cou-
rtyard from the canopy by the Bull Staircase
through the plain, intersecting at horizontal
and traverse points, creating the central cere-
monial space of the whole park, which con-
finues to the crescent-shaped terrace over-
looking The Hartig Garden with a view of
Prague, today named 'Ple¢nik’s lookout’ Below
this viewpoint is a winter garden, now used for
exhibitions. On the western edge of the curving
terrace there is a pyramid, which accentuates
the round staircase that emanates from the
terrace and leads to The Hartig Garden.

SOUTH GARDENS OF PRAGUE CASTLE / PLECNIK‘S LOOKOUT
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JIZNi ZAHRADY PRAZSKEHO HRADU / VELKE A MALE BELLEVUE

Velké a Malé Bellevue

V prostoru zahrady Na Valech, kterd lemuje
jizni prdceli Hradu od rozhrani s Rajskou za-
hradou az po Opys, vytvoril Joze Ple¢nik fadu
zastaveni, aby nabidl navstévnikim atraktivni
vyhledy na prazské panorama. Malé Bellevue,
zakotvené na jizni hrané zahrady, je variaci na
renesancni téma italskych zahrad. Intimni pa-
vilon s iénskymi sloupy, kryty stfeSnim balda-
chynem a vydldzdény plOvabnou renesancni
mozaikou, nabizi vyhledy k silueté sv. Mikulase
a dalsim prazskym pamétihodnostem. Napro-
ti tomu Velké Bellevue ve tvaru L se vymezuje
k Zenskému terezianskému klasteru robust-
nim slouporfadim, nesoucim vysoky architrav.
V kontrastu k intimité malého Bellevue vnasi
do prostiedi Velké Bellevue schinkelovskou
monumentalitu. V pfedpoli jeho kolonady situ-
oval Ple¢nik lavici a barokni Herkulovu kasnu,
pro niz navrhl novy sokl. Terasu pred ni otevrel
k vyhledu na prazské panorama.

Little and Great Bellevue

In the Rampart Garden, which lines the sout-
hern facade of the castle bordering The Para-
dise Garden to The Opys Gate, JoZe Ple¢nik crea-
ted a number of stops to offer visitors pleasant
views of the Prague skyline. The Little Bellevue,
anchored fo the southern edge of the garden,
is a play on the Renaissance theme of Italian
gardens. The intimate pavilion with lonic co-
lumns, covered by a roof canopy and paved
with a charming Renaissance mosaic, offers
views of the silhouette of St. Nicholas' Church
and other Prague landmarks. In contrast, the
|-shaped Great Bellevue is bound below the
Theresian Institute of Noblewomen by a robust
colonnade bearing tall architraves. In contrast
to the intimacy of the Little Bellevue, the Great
Bellevue brings Karl Schinkel-like monumenta-
lity to the surroundings. In front of this mighty
arcade, Ple¢nik situated a bench and the ba-
roque Hercules Fountain for which he created
a new plinth. He expanded the terrace in front
fo take in the Prague skyline.

SOUTH GARDENS OF PRAGUE CASTLE / LITTLE AND GREAT BELLEVUE
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JIZNi ZAHRADY PRAZSKEHO HRADU / PAMATNIK DEFENESTRACE

Pamatnik defenestrace a Aviarium

Na pamdtku druhé prazské defenestrace kra-
lovskych mistodrzicich Viléma Slavaty z Chlu-
mu a KoSumberka a Jaroslava Bofity z Martinic
23. kvétna 1618 byly jiz v barokni dobé& umisté-
ny pod Ludvikovym kfidlem Starého kralovské-
ho paldce dva pomniky. Jeden z nich - protahly
pylon zakonéeny kfizem - zakomponoval Plec¢-
nik do svého pamatniku defenestrace. Pylon
umistil na dno pfikopu, které oznacuje pUvod-
ni Uroven zahrady. V jiznim sméru ho preklenul
lavkou s monumentdlni balustradou - lezicim
Zulovym obeliskem, dlouhym osm metrd. Ten
je vytvoren ze dvou oblych kusU Zuly spojenych
uprostfed dvéma prstenci a tvarem obrovské-
ho kfize, pfipominajicim osudovou kfizovou
cestu c¢eského ndaroda po bitvé na Bilé hore.
Nedaleko tohoto pamatniku navazal Ple¢nik
na zdklady terezianského kfidla, byvalé basty
z doby Pfemysla Otakara Il., a pfistavél k ni
pavilon Aviarium - ptacinec, neokdzalou cihlo-
vou stavbu s elegantnim cihlovym schodistém
v interiéru. Tato stavba byla v dobé komuni-
smu zni¢end, jeji exteriér byl rekonstruovan
z iniciativy prezidenta Vaclava Havla. Naproti
jiznim smérem stoji branka k alpinu a k vyhle-
du na Karlov, jejiz portdl zdobi bronzova divéi
hlava od Damjana PeSana, ozdobend hvéz-
dou, pfipominaijici véstbu knézny Libuse.

Defenestration Memorial and Aviary

In memory of the second Prague Defenestra-
fion by lord regents Count Vilem Slavata of
Chlum & KoSumberk and Count Jaroslav Bofita
of Martinice on May 23 1618, two memorials
were placed under the Ludvik Wing of the Old
Royal Palace in the Baroque period. One of
them, a tall flagstaff ending in a cross, Plec-
nik worked into his defenestration memorial.
The flagstaff, placed at the boftom of the ditch,
shows the original level of the garden. To the
south, it was spanned by a footbridge with
a colossal railing, a horizontal granite obelisk
eight metres long. It is fwo round pieces of
granite joined in the middle by two rings with
the shape of a large cross reminiscent of the
fateful Stations of the Cross of the Czech nati-
on after the Battle of White Mountain (1620).
Nearby, Ple¢nik uncovered the foundations of
a former bastion, from the time of Ottokar Il of
Bohemia (1252-1278), at the Theresian wing,
and built an Aviary pavilion; a birdhouse,
a plain brick building with an elegant brick
staircase inside. This building was destroyed
during the communist era but whose exterior
was reconstructed on the initiative of Presi-
dent Vaclav Havel in the 1990s. Opposite, fa-
cing south with a view of Charles Bridge is the
Alpina Gate and where atop sits a feminine
bronze bust by Damjan PeSan, decorated with
a star reminiscent of the prophecy of Princess
Libuse.

SOUTH GARDENS OF PRAGUE CASTLE / DEFENESTRATION MEMORIAL
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JIZNi ZAHRADY PRAZSKEHO HRADU / MORAVSKA BASTA

Moravska basta

Ve vychodni ¢asti zahrady Na Valech je situo-
vdana vyznamnd Ple¢nikova realizace - Mo-
ravskd basta. Architekt vyuzZil zbytkd puvod-
niho bastionu k terase, kterou doplnil ka-
mennym stolem a zakryl pergolou. Do stolu
nechal vytesat staroceské pranostiky, vybrané
Alici Masarykovou. V bezprostfedni blizkos-
ti pergoly umistil Stihly desetimetrovy pylon
z Ulomku monolitu, zakonéeny iénskou hlavici
a zlatou kouli s blesky. Na kouli byvala situo-
vana moravska orlice, kterou viak Ple¢nik na-
hradil blesky pfipominajicimi slovenskou ¢ast
hymny ,Nad Tatrou sa blyska.." Timto chtél
Ple¢nik vyhovét prezidentovi, ktery si pral, aby
byly na Hradé vedle ceskych také slovenské
heraldické symboly. Na druhou stranu pergoly
postavil na kamenny stdl lucernu. Moravskou
bastu si velmi oblibil prezident Masaryk pro
sva setkdavani s prateli. Vstup do Hradu od
Opyse je nyni zdoben praporovym stozdrem,
ktery byl pdvodné navrZzen a postaven pfed
Ple¢nikdv dOom, tzv. zehlicku, v Lublani a v roce
1995 u prilezitosti velké Ple¢nikovy vystavy
jeho repliku vénovalo Slovinsko Prazskému
hradu.

Moravian Bastion

In the eastern part of The Rampart Garden
there is a significant Ple¢nik intervention; the
Moravian Bastion. The architect used the re-
mains of the original bastion to the terrace, to
which he covered it with a pergola and added
a stone table. He had old Czech folklore car-
ved into the table, chosen by Alice Masaryk.
In the immediate vicinity of the pergola, he
placed a slender ten metre pole made of
a fragment of the obelisk, fopped by an ionic
head and a gold sphere with lightning bol-
ts. The Moravian eagle was to be put atop,
but Ple¢nik replaced it with lightning remi-
niscent of the Slovak national anthem “Light-
ning over the Tatras”. This way Ple¢nik wanted
to satisfy the president who wished that the
castle also had Slovak heraldic symbols. On
the other side of the pergola, a lantern sits on
a stone table. The Moravian Bastion proved
popular with President Masaryk for meetings
with friends. The Opys entrance to the castle is
now decorated with a flagpole, originally de-
signed and built in front of “Ple¢nik’s House";
the so-called “Iron" in Ljubljana, and in 1995
Slovenia donated a replica of it to Prague
Castle on the occasion of the grand Joze Plec¢-
nik exhibition.

SOUTH GARDENS OF PRAGUE CASTLE/ MORAVIAN BASTION
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AREAL LANY / PAMATNIK PADLYM

Pamatnik padlym

V srpnu 1925 pozdadala odbocka Jednoty ces-
koslovenské obce legiondrské o postaveni po-
mniku padlym z 1. svétové valky. Prezident-
ska kanceldr pro tento Ucel vénovala deseti-
metrovy Ulomek z mrdkotinského Zulového
monolitu pro tfeti hradni nadvofi. Navrh pa-
matniku vytvofil Joze Plecnik tak, aby souznél
s charakterem vstupni brany do lanského
zadmeckého aredlu s kamennou kasnou, kterou
Pleénik postavil v ohbi Zadmecké ulice o dva
roky dfive. Stihld neopracovand Zulova stéla
s mosaznou zlacenou kouli na hrotu, evokuijici
minojské vzory, je uchycena zlacenym pdskem
do nizsiho, hladce upraveného sloupu z lomu
v Pozdrech u Konopisté. Na ném jsou vyryta
jména obéti. Stéla je zaroven ukotvena v pod-
lozi ocelovymi lanky. Ve spodni cdsti nizsiho
sloupou je v médéné kazeté ulozena prst
z legiondarského boijisté u Zborova. Dvojity po-
zlaceny pdsek, zdobeny heraldickym Ivem, je
dilem Karla Stipla. Na realizaci pamdtniku
dohlizel z Ple¢nikova povéreni Otto Rothmayer.
Pomnik byl slavnostné odhalen 15. kvétna
1927.

Z Vasi zahrady v Lanech jsem méla takovou
radost! ... Ve Vds je moc ddvat lidem Stésti...
Ne moc lidi Vém rozumi. Rezultatdm ano,
cesté ne.”

Alice Masarykovd, 1921

War Memorial to the Fallen

In August 1925, a branch of the Union of the
Czechoslovak Legionnaire Community reques-
ted a memorial to the fallen of the First
World War to be constructed. In recognition,
the President's Office donated a fen metre
salvaged section of the Mrdkotin granite
obelisk from the Castle’s Third Courtyard. The
war memorial's design was created by Joze
Ple¢nik to reflect the characters of the entrance
gate to the Lany chateau complex and the
stone fountain that Ple¢nik conceived at the
corner of Zdmeckd street two years previous.
The narrow unworked yet delicate granite
stele with an evocative Minoan pattern has
a gilded brass ball on the ftip, attached by
gilded braces to the top of a smoothly rende-
red circular column, quarried from Pozdry near
Konopisté. On the column are engraved names
of the war dead. The stela itself is anchored
fo the ground with four steel cables. At the
column base, stored in a copper case, is a fin-
ger of a Legionary Rifle Brigadier from the
Battle of Zbrov, 1917. The double gold-plated
belt, decorated with a heraldic lion, is the work
of Karel Stipl. Otto Rothmayer supervised the
onsite construction of the monument on behalf
of JoZe Ple¢nik. The War Memorial fo the Fallen
was unveiled in a ceremony on May 15" 1927.

I was so happy with your garden in Lany!
You have the power in you to give people
happiness... Not many people understand
you. The result yes, the journey no.

Alice Masaryk, 1921

LANY AREA / WAR MEMORIAL TO THE FALLEN
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AREAL LANY / VSTUPNIi DVERE DO ZAMKU

Lany - Opravy v zameckém parku

Zdaroven s rekonstrukcemi na Prazském hradé
se Plec¢nik zabyval také Upravami zdamku
a parku v Lanech, které byly zakoupeny cesko-
slovenskym statem jako letni sidlo prezi-
denta Masaryka. Pro zafizeni nékolika pokoju
pouzil starsi mobiliaF z Hradu, aviak pro
prezidentovu loZnici a knihovnu navrhl novy,
velmi jednoduchy ndabytek. Dale navrhl véelin,
dribezdrnu a prestavél sklenik, do néhoz ve-
stavél malou fontdnu. Mezi sklenikem a zédm-
kem umistil vysokou vazu z umélého kamene.
Pro pohled ze zdmku do plenéru navrhl ,trav-
nicek’, ktery si pan prezident velmi oblibil,
stejné jako prezidentskou lavicku. Pfes zdmec-
ky potok, ktery Usti do rybniku ve vychodni
casti aredlu, postavil tfi mdstky. Na jeho okra-
ji vybudoval téméf dvousetmetrovou ohrad-
ni zed' s fontdnou s chrli¢i v podobé heral-
dickych lvich hlav od Damjana Pesana. Nad
hospodariskym vstupem do zdmku situoval
heraldického Iva od Karla Stipla. Mimo za&-
mecky aredl vztyCil jesté Pamatnik padlym
v 1. svétové vdlce a na prostranstvi pred vstu-
pem do parku umistil kasnu. ProtoZze zamek
stoji v sousedstvi kostela, zfidil Ple¢nik novy
vchod do aredlu z ulice pro mistni obyvatele
vesnice, aby se mohli UGcastnit bohosluzeb.
Portal po vzoru korouhvi¢ky na prazské kate-
drdle ozdobil soskou kohouta s kfizem, kterou
provedl jeho oblibeny umeélecky remesinik
Otakar Hatle. Tento motiv Ple¢nik pozdéji néko-
likrat zopakoval v Lublani jako ozdobu mést-
skych transfor-matord.

Po sametové revoluci nechal prezident Vac-
lav Havel z respektu k Ple¢nikovi zrenovovat
interiéry zamku a inicioval i obnovu fontany
a ohradni zdi, véetné kamennych valcd, které
ji lemuiji.

Lany - Chateau & Park Modifications

Running concurrently with reconstruction at
Prague Castle, JoZe Ple¢nik also undertook alte-
rations to Ladny Chateau and ifs grounds,
which were purchased by the Czechoslovak
state as the summer residence of President
Masaryk. Ple¢nik incorporated older furniture
from the chateau to furnish several rooms
at Lany, yet he devised new, uncomplicated
furniture for the president's bedroom and
library. He also designed an apiary, a poultry
house and rebuilt a greenhouse, wherein he
constructed a small fountain. Between the
greenhouse and the chateau he positioned
a tall vase of artificial stone and to look
outside the chateau into the open, he designed
a lawn along with a presidential bench, both
of which the President liked very much. Ple¢nik
built three bridges over the chateau stream,
which flows into a pond in the eastern part
of the grounds. He conceived an almost two
hundred metre long brick enclosure wall with
a fountain at its raised centre, with decoration
atop the wall in the form of heraldic lion
heads sculpted by Damjan Pesan. Inside the
chateau garden Ple¢nik designed the War
Memorial to the Fallen of the First World War,
and placed a fountain in the area before the
park entrance, then situating a heraldic lion,
by Karel Stipl, above a new trade enfrance
gate to the chateau. As the chateau stands
next to the church, Ple¢nik established this dis-
creet entry way to the grounds from the street
for tradespeople to deliver their services. The
entrance was adorned with a statue of a rooster
with a cross, modelled after the weather vane
from Prague Cathedral, made by his favourite
craftsman, Otakar Hatle. Ple¢nik repeated this
motif several times later in Ljubljana as a cen-
terpiece of urban transformation.

After the Velvet Revolution, as a mark of res-
pect to Ple¢nik, President Vaclav Havel had the
interiors of the chateau renovated and initia-
ted the restoration of the fountain and enclo-
sure wall, including the stone columns that line it.

LANY AREA / ENTRANCE TO THE CHATEAU
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AREAL

LANY / LVi BRANA S KASNOU

Lvi brana s kasnou

Kdyz byla ¢ast pUvodni zdi u Lanské obory
vazné narusena, nahradil ji Ple¢nik v roce
1926 novou, dvé sté metrd dlouhou ohradni
spdrovanou cihlovou zdi s antickymi referen-
cemi. Ta je v pravidelném rytmu traktovana
dekorativnimi vdzami na atice a pravoGhlymi
zar@movanymi prohledy zdi do krajiny, opa-
tfenymi mfizi. Ve zvySeném stfedu zdi je v péti
polich umisténo pét zZulovych dérskych slou-
pU, zdobenych Ivimi hlavami. Tim je symbo-
lizovano pét zemi prvni Ceskoslovenské repu-
bliky - Cechy, Morava, Slezsko, Slovensko a Pod
karpatskd Rus. Ze lvich hlav vytékda voda
do kamenné misy a poté pokracuje do pUl-
kruhové terasy obklopené balustradou z kru-
hovych polosloupl. Sestou Ivi hlavou, umis-
ténou v oblém cele terasy a predstavujici
jiz sjednocenou republiku, protékd voda do
prilehlého rybniku. Autorem plastik je Dam-
jan Pesan.

The Lion's Gate with Fountain

When a section of original wall beside the Lany
Chateau and park was in serious disrepair,
Ple¢nik replaced it in 1926 with a new, almost
fwo hundred metre long, enclosed brick wall
with antique embellishments. The wall runs
along a regular rhythm, decorative vases atop,
adding rectangular framed openings in the
wall, with bars, to allow views into the land-
scape. In the raised centrepiece of the wall,
stand five granite Doric columns decorated
with lion heads. They symbolise the five regions
of the first Czechoslovak Republic: Bohemia,
Moravia, Silesia, Slovakia and Carpathian
Ruthenia. Water flows from the lion heads
into a stone bowl, flowing on into a crescent-
shaped terrace surrounded by a balustrade of
circular half-columns, where a sixth lion head
representing the united republic is located
at the rounded front of the terrace, the water
flowing intfo an adjacent pond. The sculptures
were made by Damjan Pesan.

LANY AREA / THE LION‘S GATE WITH FOUNTAIN
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JOZE PLECNIK - BIOGRAFIE

Joze Plecnik (1872-1957)

23.ledna 1872

Narozen v Lublani,

vyucen tesafem v dilné svého ofce.
1888-1892

Studium na prdmyslové skole v Grazu

a praxe v ateliéru prof. Leopolda Theyera.
1892-1894

Praxe u firmy J. W. MUller ve Vidni.

1894-1895

Prdce v soukromém ateliéru

prof. Otto Wagnera ve Vidni.

1895-1898

Studium architektury u prof. Otto Wagnera
na Akademii vytvarnych uméni ve Vidni.
1898

Jeho diplomni projekt odmé&nén Rimskou cenou -
cestuje do Itdlie a Francie.

1900

Pracuje znovu v ateliéru prof. Otto Wagnera.
1901-1911

Vlastni architektonicky ateliér ve Vidni.
1911-1921

Profesorem Uméleckoprdmyslové skoly v Praze.
1921-1935

Architektem Prazského Hradu.

1921-1956

Profesorem architektury na Univerzité v Lublani.
1922

Vychazi jeho prvni monografie

z pera Kosty Strajnice.

1942

Vychdzi kniha Architectura perennis

péci France Stelle.

1948

PreSerenova cena za projekt parlamentu.
1952

Dr. h. c. Univerzity v Lublani a TU ve Vidni
vychdzi kniha Napori péci France Stelle.
PreSerenova cena za celozivotni dilo.

1953

Cestnym ¢&lenem korespondentem Krdlovského
institutu britskych architektd.

7. ledna 1957

Umird ve svém domé v Lublani.

1967

Vystava ve Vidni s reprizou v Praze v |été 1968.
1979

Vychdzi kniha Josip Plec¢nik — Wiener Arbeiten
Damjana Prelovieka.

1986

Vystava v Centre Georges Pompidou v Pafizi.
1995

Vystava na Prazském Hradé.

Joze Plecnik (1872-1957)

23.1.1872

Born in Ljubljana; he was then frained as

a joiner in his father's workshop.

1888-1892

Studies at the Industrial School in Graz and
practices at the studio of Prof. Leopold Theyer.
1892-1894

Practices at the J. W. MUller Company in Vienna.
1894-1895

Works in Prof. Ofto Wagner's private

studio in Vienna.

1895-1898

Studies under Prof. Ofto Wagner at

the Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna.

1898

His diploma project is awarded by the Rome Prize
with travels to Italy and France.

1900

Works again in Prof. Otto Wagner's studio.
1901-1911

Own architectural studio in Vienna.

1911-1921

Professor of the School of Applied Arts in Prague.
1921-1935

Prague Castle Architect.

1921-1956

Professor of Architecture at University of Ljubljana.
1922

His first monograph is edited for the artist Kosta
Strajnic.

1942

Architectura Perennis is published by France Stele
with images from JoZe Ple¢nik.

1948

The Preseren Award for project of the parliament.
1952

Honorary Doctorate from Universities of Ljubljana
and Vienna, publishes book ,Napori” edited by
France Stelle. The PreSeren Award for life-time work.
1953

Honorary corresponding member of the Royal
Institute of British Architects.

7.1.1957

Passes away in his house in Ljubljana.

1967

Exhibition in Vienna, presented also in Prague

in August 1968.

1979

Josip Ple¢nik - Wiener Arbeiten

is published by Damjan Prelovsek.

1986

Exhibition at the Georges Pompidou Centre in Paris.
1995

Prague Castle Exhibition.
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Joze Ple¢nik na Prazském hradé

Vladimir Slapeta

HonFAIA, HonFRIBA, profesor FA CVUT v Praze
a FA VUT v Brng, ¢len Akademie der Kunste
v Berling, ¢esky ¢len tymu pro vystavu

Joze Ple¢nika v Centre Georges Pompidou
v Pafizi 1986 a v letech 2021-2022 autor
ndsledujicich Ple¢nikovych vystav, k nimz je
vyddn tento pfilezitostny tisk:

- Joze Ple¢nik a Lany
(Park a letni residence prezidenta
republiky, Ldny - 5-9/2021)

- Joze Ple¢nik a Praha

(Putovni vystava, instalovand od fijna 2020
do fijna 2022 ve slovinskych méstech Lublan,
Nove Mesto, Nova Gorica, Kr§ka, Koper,
Maribor, Celje, Lendava)

- Joze Ple¢nik na Prazském Hradé
(Vystava v Teresianu Prazského Hradu
a v prostordch ndadvofi a zahrad 3-10/2022).
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Joze Ple¢nik at the Prague Castle

Vladimir Slapeta

HonFAIA, HonFRIBA, professor, FA CTU in Prague
and FA BUT in Brno, member of Akademie der
KOnste in Berlin, Czech member of the team
for the JozZe Plecnik exhibition at the Centre
Georges Pompidou in Paris in 1986 and author
of the following Ple¢nik exhibitions in 2021-2022,
for which this occasional print is published:

- Joze Ple¢nik and Lany
(Park and summer residence of the President
of the Republic, Ladny - 5-9/2021)

- Joze Ple¢nik and Prague

(Travelling exhibition, installed from October
2020 to October 2022 in the Slovenian cities
of Ljubljana, Nove Mesto, Nova Gorica, Krika,
Koper, Maribor, Celje, Lendava)

- Joze Ple¢nik at Prague Castle
(Exhibition in the Teresian of Prague Castle
and in the courtyard and gardens 3-10 / 2022).
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